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NATIONAL WEATHER SUMMARY 


HIGHLIGHTS. California and Nevada received no 
rain except a few widely scattered sprinkles. 
Light showers spotted portions of Arizona and 
New Mexico. Moderate to heavy showers soaked 
many areas over the eastern half of the Nation. 
Temperatures averaged above normal over the 

Far West and below normal over most of the East. 


PRECIPITATION: Thunderstorms were widespread over 
much of the central and eastern portions of the 
Nation early in the week. Some of the thunder- 
storms in the central Great Plains were accompanied 
by hail and damaging winds. Late Monday evening, 
June 12, a thunderstorm lashed Peoria, Ill., 

with winds gusting to 58 m.p.h. Strong winds 
downed trees and power lines in the De Kalb and 
Elgin, Il1l., vicinities Monday night. At 
Bismarck, N. Dak., winds gusted to 56 m.p.h. and 
hail up to 1/2 inch in diameter pounded Dickinson, 


N. Dak. Numerous thunderstorms developed at mid- 
week from the Great Plains to the middle Atlantic 
coast.in the warm humid Gulf air that covered | 
the area. Some produced heavy rain, hail, and 
high winds. Some 24-hour totals in the Missis- 
sippi River Valley exceeded 3.00 inches. The 
generous rains soaked a large area from north- 
eastern Texas to western Indiana where May precipi- 
tation totals were generally less than 50% of nor- 
mal. Local flash floods occurred late Wednesday 
in low areas. Showers and thunderstorms continued 
Thursday along a cold front that extended from 
western New York to eastern Texas. The Pacific 
Northwest and the northern Rocky Mountains also 
received scattered showers Thursday. 

The weather became quite disagreeable over 
much of the Nation Friday afternoon. Thunder- 
storms spotted the northern and central Great 
Plains and were numberous from eastern Texas to 
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New York. A few funnel clouds and tornadoes 
occurred in the northern portions of Louisiana 
and California. 


Many citizens of parts of Rapid City, S. Dak., 


left their homes Saturday when 2.00 to 3.00 inches 
of rain fell in the area accompanied by winds 
gusting to 50 m.p.h. Also Saturday, tornadoes 
struck spots in Colorado, Wyoming, and Texas and 
heavy rains fell.-.in some localities in West 
Virginia and Virginia. Hurricane Agnes developed 
late in the week and by late Sunday was approach- 
ing the Florida Panhandle. Heavy thunderstorms 
continued in the Great Plains. 


TEMPERATURE: A Jarge High drifted eastward across 


the middle Atlantic coast Monday forenoon, Juen 12, 


bringing recordbreaking cold to many Eastern 
States. Concord, N.H., registered 30° and Colum- 
bia, S.C., 46° Monday morning. The rest of the 
Nation was comfortably warm except for the hot 
weather over the southwestern Deserts. Minne- 
apolis, Minn., and Lafayette, La., registered 92° 


Monday afternoon and the mercury at Blythe, Calif., 
climbed to 110°. By midweek, tropical Gulf air 
covered the eastern half of the Nation. With it 
came hot humid weather characteristic of summers 
in the East. Rochester and Syracuse, both in New 
York, recorded 93° and 92°, respectively, Thurs- 
day afternoon. Meanwhile, cooler drier air moved 
into the northern Great Plains where Thursday's 
maximums were mostly in the 60's. Bemidji and 
Duluth, both in Minnesota, registered 53° Thurs- 
day afternoon. 

Cool air moved into northern Great Plains 
and Great Lakes Region late in the week with parts 
of those areas 20° cooler Saturday afternoon than 
a few days before. Maximums continued in the 80's 
and 90's over the Deep South and in the Southwestern 
Deserts, afternoon temperatures soared above the 
Century Mark each afternoon, Blythe, Calif., 
registered 106° to 109° each afternoon from Thurs- 
day to Sunday. 


L. W. Dye 
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NATIONAL AGRICULTURAL SUMMARY 


AGRICULTURAL HIGHLIGHTS: Good rains cover Corn 
Belt. * Wheat combining slowed by rains Southern 
Plains. * California pastures continue to dwindle. 

* Texas cotton and sorghum planting hearly 
finished. * June 1l frost nipped various crops 
from Iowa to New York. 


SMALL GRAINS: Heavy rain interrupted wheat har- 
vest on the Southern Great Plains. Combining in 
Oklahoma was nearly 3/4 complete when delayed by 
rain, Texas has 46 percent and Kansas 7 percent 
of their crop cut. Progress in all 3 States is 
very close to last year. Combines were rolling 
rapidly on the Texas High Plains and Oklahoma 
Panhandle. Combining was nearly completed in some 
southern border counties of Kansas and was edging 
slowly into other Kansas Counties. A combination 
of rain, wind, and hail caused wheat lodging 

and other damage in Kansas, Nebraska, Colorado and 
South Dakota. 

Wheat, oats, and barley combining made excel- 
lent headway across the South. Harvesting is 
over 80 percent complete in Mississippi and 
Georgia, with the Louisiana crop all in. Barley 
and wheat are ripening fast in the northeast 
section of the Nation -- combining began in the 
southernmost sections of Illinois, Indiana and 
New Jersey. 

Turning to the West. Small grain harvest- 
ing progressed rapidly in the Southwest. Both 
spring and fall-seeded grains look good in the 
northwest and Montana. Heading is becoming wide- 
spread and Oregon wheat is starting to fill. 
Farmers are still seeding grain in northeast South 
Dakota. Wisconsin oat fields improved after re- 
ceiving some moisture. 


CORN: , Wide areas of the Corn Belt received from 
1 to 6 inches of rain. The rain was just what 
the newly planted crop needed. The heavy rain 
flooded fields in Iowa and northwest Illinois. 
South Dakota generally escaped the heavy rains and 
growers were working to get their corn planted. 
The June 11 frost did various damage. Frost 
nipped about 10 percent of Ohio's acreage -- 
thus maturity will be delayed. Wisconsin damage 
was mostly light, but some fields were lost. 
Michigan damage was extensive and considerable 
replanting is underway. In addition to flood 
and frost damage; Iowa corn received local hail, 
cutworm, and corn borer damage. 

The corn crop in the Southern States is in 
need of rain. Kentucky corn is off to a good 
start and some corn is already waist high. Rain 
also helped the crop in Texas, Louisiana, and 
Oklahoma. Planting continued to make only spotty 
headway in the Northeast as wet fields slow 
planting operations, 


COTTON:, Texas cotton growers have all but 3 
percent of their acreage planted. Rains limited 
planting during the week, but the last fields 
should be sown shortly. Texas moisture improved 
as most of the State received rains the first 

5 days of the week, 

The dry weather has provided a few benefits 
to growers in the Deep South as both insect and 
weed problems are minimal. The hot, sunny days 
are what cotton likes, thus, the only ingredient 
missing was moisture which Hurricane Agnes should 
provide along the Atlantic Seaboard. Squaring 
is widespread. 

Cool nights hampered cotton growth in New 
Mexico. California and Arizona acreage made 
favorable progress. Some Arizona areas are 
encountering lygus bug and pink bollworm pro- 
blems., 


SOYBEANS:- Soybean planting is nearing the home 
stretch in the North-central States. Planting is 
about 95 percent complete. Heavy rains early 
in the week prevented growers from seeding their 
last fields. However, the moisture will allow 
seeded acreage to get off to a fast start. Winds 
speeded field drying in South Dakota and soybean 
farmers were busy seeding. Some replanting was 
reported in Illinois. Last week's June 11 frost 
did only minimal damage to Corn Belt soybeans. 
Planting made rather slow progress in the 
South. Fields in many States are too dry to work-- 
however, this problem should be solved as Hurricane 
Agnes threatens to bring rain to many areas. Much 
of the remaining soybean acreage will be seeded 
after wheat and barley are harvested. Soil mois- 
ture is adequate after midweek rains in Lovisiana 
allow growers to finish planting soybeans. 


OTHER CROPS:. Haymaking made excellent headway 
under dry weather in the West. Conditions were 
just the opposite over most of the East as rains 
curtailed baling and chopping operations, Sorghum 
planting made various headway. Wet fields 

halted work on the Southern Great Plains, but 
progress was fair in many other States. 

Scattered frost damaged potato fields in 
Wisconsin and New York. Planting is about over 
in Maine. Weeds are becoming a problem as culti- 
vating equipment is unable to enter fields. 
Cultivators and sprayers were working in Idaho 
fields. Seeding this year's flaxseed crop is 
still sputtering along in the Dakotas and Minneso- 
ta -- progress is behind normal in all 3 States. 
Georgia tobacco is 10 percent harvested. Farmers 
along the North Carolina Border Belt also started 
harvesting. Cutworms are becoming troublesome 
in Kentucky. 

Fruits and Nuts: Picking of the Nation's 
peach crop made excellent headway in the South. 
Rain is needed to improve peach size in Arkansas 
and Alabama. Texas yields are better than earlier 
expected. Many Washington State orchardists are 
concerned with the lack of good fruit pollination 
due to the cold spring weather. Cherry picking 
began in both Oregon and Washington. Hurricane 
rains soaked Florida's citrus area ending the 
dry conditions that were developing. The June 11 
frost did extensive damage to southwest and cen- 
tral Michigan fruit orchards -- some orchards 
were completely frozen out. | 

Vegetables: The June 11 frost touched vege- 
table Tields from Wisconsin to New York. Chautau- 
qua County, New York, strawberry production will 
be lowered due to frost damage. Strawberry pick- 
ing is widespread throughout the North and local 
supplies are abundant. Dry weather is hurting 
the size of watermelons in Georgia. Wet condi- 
tions are the nemesis to Texas vegetable growers 
as 5 days of rain halted harvesting. Florida 
volume should be lighter this week as fields 
will be saturated from Hurricane Agnes. 








PASTURES AND LIVESTOGK- Except for scattered 
areas of the Southeast -- rains improved 
pasture prospects from the Great Plains to the 
Atlantic Ocean, Light rains improved the graz- 
ing outlook in New Mexico. Idaho pastures also 
responded nicely to recent moisture. The Califor- 
nis pasture feed supply continues to dwindle. 
Hawaii pasturesalso could use a good rain. 
Screwworms are causing concern among Texas 
stockmen as the worms move northward. Some cases 
were confirmed on the High Plains. 


Steve J. Pscodna 
Agricultural Statistician 
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Temperature and Precipitation Data for the Week Ending Midnight, 1s.t,JUNE 18, 1972 

































































Tempera-| Precipitation Tempera-| Precipitation Tempera-| Precipitation 
ture °F Inches ture °F Inches ture *F 
t . * | 
States and Stations : States and Stations — States and Stations ° 3 
7 55 313318* | 
A $ 4 © § © $ a | 
2 2 * & & 
- — — — — 
ALA.Birwingham. . .|78|- 2/| .1 |- .8 New Orleans . . .| 80 |- 1 T | -1-2 | OKLA,Okla. City . .|78 0 2)- .8 
Mobile. ane 8 * 1 T -1.5 Shreveport. ef 81 0 1.2 + 5 Tulsa 0: Aah, Oi +8 79 + 1 2 -1.0 
Montgomery. .../81/+1/] .1 j|- .9 MAINE.Caribou . . .|62 |/+ 3] «7 [- «2 OREG.Astoria. . . .|60 [+ 2 3 i - .4 
ALASKA .Anchorage. . 53 > 2 T aod 2 Portland. —— a 62 0 1 ” 7 Burns —— 2” eee 62 + 3 T - +2 
rrow. . . 7 . . 34 0 T = -l MD .Baltimore. . . . 72 al 1 5 ad 3 Medford . . . . . 64 0 0 = 2 
Fairbanks are =} Te 68 > T - 4 MASS .Boston * ©« * «@ 68 0 7 * 1 Pendleton ® 2a @ 68 + 3 T = 3 
Juneau. 2. @.20,. 01,0642 — a2? ¥ a —a Chatham ae ae 61 eS 3 ete ined Portland. a a 63 + 1 ol ad 3 
oe - 2» © © © 52 + 6 4 + el MICH. Alpena SS yw 2 56 ny 5 3 * 3 Salem » @64-6 "2 =a 59 = 2 T = 3 
ARIZ .Flagestaff. . . 59 0 2 0 Detroit . . . . . 66 - 2 6 = el PA. Ailens‘tcwn, . . . 70 0 2.6 +1.7 
Phoenix > -*- © #@ @ 90 + 6 T 0 Flint 2 * * * . 64 > 2 1.8 +1.1 Erie . . . . . . 63 = 1 1.9 +1.2 
Tucson. > = wre @ 83 0 T - el Grand Rapids. * « 65 = 3 3.6 +2.8 Harrisiu.acd. an @& -& 70 ad 2 2.0 +1.2 
Winslow... + +«|73 |}- 2/j,1.2 +1.1 Houghton Lake . ./| 58 |- 5 5 - 2 Philacetcnia. . .|71 0 1.1 + .l 
Yuma. ... +. +./88/}+3 0 0 Lansing... . .|62j/- 6/2.1 | +1.3 Pitte.urgb,. . . -/68 j- 1 | 1.4 1] + .5 
ARK .Fort Smith. . . 76 bad 3 2 = .8 Marquette . . . . 55 = 6 T = 8 Scrantun, . . > . 66 = 2 1.2 + 2 
Little Rock Fe 80 + 1 4 aad 4 Muskegon. ,.0. 2 62 5 5 2.4 +1.8 R.1.Providence. . * 66 0 1.2 + 5 
CALIF Bakersfield .| 82 |+ 5 0 0 S.Ste.Marie ...)/55j|- 4/ .l j- .7 8.C,.Charleston. . .|73 |- 7 T | -1.2 
Eureka. .... .|)/55j- 1 T j- .2 MINN.Duluth ... .j}/54/- 5/1.8 [+ .7 Columbia. . . . — — — 
Fresno. .... +«|78|+3 0 0 Internat] Falls .| 57 |- 3 8 |- .2 Greenville. ...|72 |- 7 Ti- .7 
Los Angeles ...|74j}+ 6 0 0 Minneapolis .. .| 67 0 .8 - 2 S.DAK.Aberdeen. . ./|67 i+ 1 | - £8 
Red Bluff ® 2 Ye 80 * a 0 - ok Rochester ee" 8,.-@ 66 * 1 2 - 9 Huron SAS & we 66 = 2 3 = 6 
San Diego... -|67 |+1 0 0 St. Cloud... .|64/- 2 5 j- .6 Rapid City... .|64 [- 1 91+ .2 
San Francisco . ./ 61 0 T 0 MISS.Jackson. .. .|/ 81 |+1j/1.2 | + .3 Sioux Falls .. ./|68 0 9} - .2 
Stockton. ... .|76/+3 0 0 Meridian. . .. .|79 |- 1/1.6 |+ .6 | TENN,Chattanooga. ./73 6 ‘S| - -4 
COLO.Denver ... .|/68|}+1] .7 |+ .4 | MO,Columbia ... .|/74/+1/] .56 |- .6 Knoxville... .|75 1 5) - .3 
Grand Junction. . 75 + 3 T = el Kansas City . * * 77 0 2.4 +1.2 Memphis ° ° ° ° ° 79 0 -3 ™ 6 
Pee. . « 2 oh le of St. Louis... .|/75/+1/] .3 |- .7 Nashville... .|76 |- 2 4) - 3 
CONN .Bridgeport . .|66 |- 2/| 4.3 +3.5 Springfield .. .|75 0 3 i= 8 TEX.Abilene ... .|77 |- 4 -6 0 
Hartford. ... .|/69/+1 B81] 4 MONT.Billings .. .| 65 Oo; 6 |= 2 Amarillo. ... «|72 j- 5 5 | - .1 
D.C.Washington. . .|73 |}- 2/1.1 + .4 Glasgow. ... «| 63 |+1 -l - 5 Austin. .. + «+ «|80 j- 2 1.9 | 41.2 
FLA.Apalachicola,. .j-- — — — Great Falls .. .|63 |+3 T j- .8 Beaumont. ... .|73 j- 8 3.3 +2.3 
Ft. Myers... ./8l 015.7 43.5 Havre... + + «| 66 |}+ 5 T j- .8 Brownsville .. ./81 |- 2 5 | - .3 
Jacksonville. . .|75 |- 6/1.0 |- .6 Helena. ....- «| 62/+3 ol j= .5 Corpus Christi. .|82 |- 1 4}-.1 
Key West. . ...|78|- 4/8.1 +7.1 Kalispell ... «| 58 j|- 1 2 i- .4 Dallas ... . «/80 |- 2 1.3 | - .6 
Lakeland. ... .«|79 |-~ 2 |4.4 /|42.7 Miles City. .. .|}66 {|+1j{1.5 |+ .9 Del Rio... . «|/80 j- 5 1.6 +1.1 
Miami * . > . . . 78 = 3 3.7 +2.0 Missoula. . . . + 61 + 3 8 + _ El Paso > > > . . 78 = 4 3 + -l 
Orlando .... .}8l }- 11{3.7 +1.8 NEBR.Grand Island .|;70 |- 1/1.5 {+ .6 Fort Worth. .. .|79 j- 3 1.0 + .3 
Tallahassee... ./}81/+1/1.5 j- .1 Lincoln... . .|}76 |}+3 |1.8 |+ .7 Galveston... ./83 j+ 1 lL i- .5 
Tampa . . . . — J 80 1 3.7 +2.0 Norfolk . — . . . 71 0 5 - +5 Hous ton . . . . . 80 = 1 1.9 +1.1 
GA.Atlanta. ....ji74/-3 he ae North Platte. . .| 69 0/;1.4 |+ .6 Lubbock... . .j|/73 j- 5 | 3.1 | +2.6 
Augusta . . * ta 75 — 4 T — FF Ona — — * se . 72 0 -9 = 4 Midland . . . . . 76 = 6 1.3 + 9 
Macon 7 = ws "=e 77 = 4 0 = .8 Valentine *. «© * 68 0 3 > 5 San Angelo. oe fF 78 = 5 1.3 + 9 
Savannah. > 2s Ss 75 = 5 T -1.2 NEV,Ely >.48*;¢.-&-@ +@ 64 + 5 T > 1 San Antonio > <<. 7S 81 = 2 1.5 + -8 
HAWAII.Hilo ....j)76i+1 8 i- .8 Las Vegas ... «| 87 |+ 4 0 0 Victoria. ... ./81 j- 1 1.5 | + .8 
Honolulu. . . . . 80 + 2 T = el Reno, . . 7 . . . 66 + 6 0 = ol Waco. 7 . . . . . 81 = 2 2.3 +1 7 
Kahului . . — — — 1 — Winnemucca. . . «|<< — — | ---- Wichita Falls . ./8l1 |- 1 8} + .l 
Lihue ...+-« «(+798 i4+2 4 + .l N.H.Concord ye oe af 66 j+1 2 - 6 UTAH Blanding + « +/ 68 i+ 2 T - ol 
IDAHO.Boise ... ./|66 0 T le .2 N.J.Atlantic City .| 74 |+ 4 [1.3 + .6 Salt Lake City. .|74 i+ 7 --- ---- 
Lewiston. ....|66j;+1 T i- .4 Trenton... . .|69 j- 2 }|1.3 + .4 VT.Burlington .. .|66 |+ 2 | 2.8 | +2.0 
Pocatello ... .|62 0 tT l- 2 N.MEX.Albuquerque .|73 |- 2 | .2 | + .1 VA,Lynchburg. . . .|/71 |- 2 2i]- .8 
Tta..Caire . . . « s19T te i BD ta 8 Roswell .... .|76 |= 2 2 |+ .1 Norfolk... . .j/73 j- 3 | 1.5 | + .7 
Chicago... . ./67 |- 4/1.8 + .8 N.Y.Albany. . .. «| 67 j- 1 8 0 Richmond. ... .|74 j- 1 4.2 +3.3 
Moline. ....+|70)-+ 2/|4.6 +3.5 Binghamton. . . .| 65 |}+ 1 /1.8 + 9 Roanoke ... . .j71 j- 3 1.7 + .8 
Peoria. ... + «-/69 |- 351.2 + 2 Buffalo .... «| 65 0 7 + .l WASH.Colville .. ./59 |- 2 1 - 3 
Rockford. ... .|/66 |- 4/5.9 | +4.0 New York. . . . .| 67 |- 5 |2.3 | 41.5 Omak. . . . +.» «|62 |- 3 Ti - -4 
Springfield ...j|72 ji- 2 8 j- .2 Rochester... .| 6&8 |+ 1 -8 + 2 Quillayute. .. ./57 j+1 4i1- .4 
IND. Evansville. . .|74i- 2 .3 o 46 Syracuse. ... «| 67 |= 1 |2.4 +1.7 Seattle-Tacoma. ./59 |- l 2 - 2 
Fort Wayne. « « «| 69 i- 2;2.5 +1.4 N.C. Asheville - « «| 68 j- 411.1 + .3 Spokane eo © « « « SD j- 3 4 0 
Indianapolis. .* * 71 0 4.1 +2.9 Charlotte »..9 &. & 73 = 5 T = 9 Walla Walla a ee 67 0 «1 = 2 
South Bend. . . . 66 = 3 1.8 + 9 Greensboro. . . . 72 = 4 el = 7 Yakima. > . . . + 64 = 1 T baad 2 
IOWA,.Burlington ey 69 = a 2.0 + 5 Hatteras. » tt -o ee 73 => 3 T @ 9 ¥.VA.Beckley. Se O..6 67 = 1 2.8 +1.8 
Des Moines. — . . 70 = 1 1.9 + 7 Raleigh . . . . . 72 = 4 T -1.0 Charleston. . . . 71 = 1 .8 = «1 
Dubuque . — — — — 66 2 8 = 4 Wilmington. . . . 71 = 7 2 = .8 Huntington, . . . 72 = 1 1.3 + of 
Sioux City. ...{73 |}+1/2.1 +1.0 N.DAK.Bismarck. . .| 64 0;1.0 14 .1 Parkersburg .../|71 |- 2 9 - 1 
KANS .Concordia. . . 74 = 1 1.4 + 4 Fa . . . . . . 63 = 2 2 = 6 WIS .Green Bay . . . 63 _ 3 1.9 +1.0 
Dodge City. . — — 74 1 4.3 +3.6 Wil iston . 7 *. . 64 + 1 2 = 7 La Crosse . . . — 66 3 8 -0.2 
Goodland. ... «|69 |- 1 |2.7 +2.1 OHIO,Akron-Canton ./68 |- 2 {1.2 + 1 Madison... . -|63 |- 3 1.3 + .3 
Topeka. . . . . . 75 0 1.1 0 Cincinnati. Sa . 70 = 2 1.2 + 2 Milwaukee ° ° ° ° 61 an 3 2.1 +1.2 
Wichita ....+.«!76 |= 1141.0 - 2 Cleveland... .|66 i- 2 9 + .l wYO.Casper. ... .|66 |+ 3 T - 
KY .Lexington. 2S. & 71 = 3 4 - 7 Columbus. i. oh 2 67 = 4 .6 ” 4 Cheyenne. 4s Te 63 0 2 a -3 
Louisville. . . . 74 0 4 - 7 Dayton. . . . . . 70 - 2 2.1 +1.1 Lander. . . — — — 65 + 3 T = 23 
LA.Baton . ⸗ — 82 0 5 = el Toledo. . . . . . 67 - 2 1.3 + 3 Sheridan. ° ° ° — 64 + 2 4 = 2 
Lake Charles. . ./81 |- 1 9 |= .2 Youngstown. . . -|/65 |- 211.6 /|+ .8 P.R. San Juan. . ./83 i+ 3 4 i - .8 
* Departures are from 30-year mea 1931-60). , 
‘ ms * Based on preliminary reports 











— —— — 


JUNE 19, 1972 


Weekly Weather and Crop Bulletin 8 





CONDENSED STATE SUMMARIES 


These summaries provide brief descriptions of condition and activities important on a national 


scale. 


Detailed reports of crop and weather conditions during the growing season are con- 


tained in State issues of Weekly Weather and Crop Bulletins published by field offices of the 
Statistical Reporting Service, U.S.D.A. in cooperation with NOAA Climatologists. 


ALABAMA: No rain of consequence most sections 
with only a few light to moderate local showers. 
Hot sunny days and warm nights all week with 
average temperatures a little warmer than nor- 
mal. Crops in desparate need of rain. Hurricane 
Agnes should provide needed moisture, especially 
south and central. Cotton squaring many areas. 
Most fields free of weeds. Insect damage 
generally light--scouting underway few areas. 

Old corn especially southeast Alabama badly 
damaged by dry weather. Planting remaining 
soybean acreage halted due to short moisture. 
Peanuts made fair growth. Growers applied cal- 
cium and controls for leaf spot. Wheat harvest 
active, yields poor to fair. Irish potato harvest 
neared completion late spring area. The Sand 
Mountain crop needs rain. Peach harvest increas- 
ing--fruit small, but quality good. Limited 
amount hay saved. Pastures deteriorated due 
insufficient moisture. 


ALASKA: Temperatures in Tanana Valley completely 
reversed and during the past week were 5° to 11° 
above normal. Cumulative growing degree days 
above normal this area for period since early 
May. Despite warm temperatures Tanana Valley a 
low 26° occurred Clearwater. Kodiak continues 
cold. All other areas near normal. Precipita- 
tion none or extremely light all areas except 
Kodiak. Rains that did occur were midweek. 

Soil moisture supply short Tanana Valley. First 
cutting broom hay started Fairbanks. Planting 
small grains and vegetables virtually completed, 
except on Kenai Peninsula where little progress 
made. Grass growth most areas excellent. 


ARIZONA: Temperatures slightly below normal 
beginning of week but rose to near or above 
normal by midweek. Scattered showers at higher 
elevations in northern, central, eastern, and 
southeastern parts of State, but rainfall totals 
mostly below 0.25 inch. Strong winds and blowing 
dust in irrigated deserts southern part of State 
on 13th with a few locally heavy showers, but 
most stations this section received weekly totals 
of less than 0.10 inch. Cotton makes satisfactory 
progress. Squaring, flowering, and boll setting 
progressing rapidly Yuma and central. Yuma and 
central area encountering problems from Lygus 
bugs and pink bollworms. Southeast crop making 
substantial growth. Small grain harvest 
progressing rapidly Yuma and central. Limited 
harvest southeast. Sorghum planting continues. 
Many safflower fields drying out. Sugar beet 
yield prospects look good. Third hay cutting 
underway. Cantaloupe harvest continued full 
swing Yuma. Yields and quality good. Insect 
counts low, vines holding well. Mixed vegetables 
and melons Graham and Greenlee Counties good 
growth. Valencia orange harvest complete Yuma. 
Expect grapefruit harvest completion this week. 
Grapefruit and Valencia harvest active Salt River 
Valley. Grapefruit demand excellent export mar- 
kets, fair domestic. Ranges remain fair to poor. 
Range soil moisture and stock tank water levels 
generally below normal. Pumping water and sup- 
plemental feeding continue. Cattle and calves 
fair to good. Sheep and lambs generally fair. 
Some problems with loco weed and predators. 


ARKANSAS: Scattered showers and thundershowers 
first half of week produced rainfall totals of 
1.00 to more than 2.00 inches in a band about 

50 miles wide from eastern portion of west-central 
section of State northeastward through north- 
central section. A few spotted heavy amounts 

fell in portions of east, south, and extreme north- 
west. Most of State remains quite dry, partic- 
ularly the extreme west-central section and the 
Delta section from Little Rock area east and north- 
east. Mean temperatures were near normal with 
greatest departures for State being plus 2° to 
minus 2°. Highest temperature, 96°, occurred at 
Judsonia on afternoon of June 18 and the lowest, 
53° at Fayetteville on 16th and at Calico Rock 

on 18th. Temperatures were highest early in week 
with slight cooling mainly at night from midweek 
on. Widespread showers very beneficial. Soil 
moisture condition very spotty and general rain 
needed virtually all areas. Cotton growing and 
fruiting well. Insect problems minor to date. 
Rice crop making normal growth. Dry weather 
caused few irrigation water problems. Planting 
soybeans lagging with about 80% seeded to date. 
Significant acreage planted after midweek showers, 
but seeding remains at standstill numerous dry 
areas. Condition early soybeans good, but dry 
weather and seedling diseases hurting recent 
emerged acreage. Corn and sorghums fair, but 
growth slow. Haying active, but yields regrowth 
short. Early peach harvest active. Rain needed 
for sizing later varieties. Volume marketing 
tomatoes underway southeast. Showers covered 
much of this area to maintain good yield prospects. 
Good volume cucumbers being picked. Pastures 
short most areas. Increased marketings reported 
driest counties. Some feeding, but most herds 
remain fair to good condition. 


CALIFORNIA: Cool most of week but warmed as week 
progressed. Much cooler Sacramento Valley, average 
temperatures ranging from 1° above normal to 5° 
below normal. Light showers northern California; 
precipitation amounts ranging from about 1.00 inch 
in Cascades to several tenths inch northern 
Sacramento Valley. Rest of State dry. Small 

grain harvest active. Cotton pest control con- 
tinues. Rice, field corn, milo, dry beans-- good 
growth. Cool weather necessitated sulphur appli- 
cations vineyards. Growers applying mite sprays 
orchards. Harvest Thompson grapes Coachella peak. 
Picking apricots, freestone peaches, plums, 
nectarines. Other tree crops progressing normally. 
Lemon harvest active, quality very good. Desert 
grapefruit continue into July. Broccoli, cauli- 
flower Salinas, Santa Maria active. Cantaloupe 
Imperial nearing completion; well along Palo Verde. 
Carrots continue West End,Riverside; Salinas, 

San Joaquin Valley increasing. Sweet corn South 
Coastal, Desert, Kern continuing. Celery Oxnard, 
Orange active; Santa Maria, Salinas increasing. 
Lettuce Santa Maria, Salinas active. Onions San 
Joaquin active. Strawberries southern California, 
central coast declining. Watermelon Imperial de- 
creasing; Palo Verde near peak. Range feed and 
stock water supplies dwindle, but supplemental 
feeding maintaining condition of stock. Movement 
to higher elevations continues, feed supplies good. 
Feedlot activity high, cattle on irrigated pasture 
above normal. Turkeys moving to processors. 
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COLORADO: Temperatures near normal south, 3° to 
5° above normal north. General showers and 
thunderstorms through week. Precipitation light 
west. Moderate to locally heavy eastern plains. 
Thunderstorms past week improved moisture supplies 
scattered areas eastern plains. Dry conditions 
continue south and western slope. Light hail 
damage to winter wheat, sugar beets, and corn 
northeast. Fall grain crops developing rapidly. 
Spring-seeded crops made good growth. Winter 
wheat 56% turning color. Condition winter wheat 
poor southwest, good to excellent other areas. 
Limited harvest extreme southeast. Winter barley 
38% turned color. Nearly all corn up to stand, 
condition excellent. Dry beans 88% seeded, 59% 
emerged. Sugar beet acreage 61% thinned, condi- 
tion excellent. Sorghum 92% seeded, 69% emerged. 
First crop alfalfa 2/3 cut. Range and pasture 
very short dry areas, condition poor to fair. 
Other areas condition good. Improved by showers. 
Condition livestock good. 


FLORIDA: Scattered showers early part of week 

and Hurricane Agnes on weekend brought widespread 
cloudiness and beneficial rain. Temperatures 
slightly below normal most of week and well 

below normal Sunday. Rainfall averaged near 2.00 
inches northern part of State, and 3.00 to 5.00 
inches elsewhere. Key West reported over 8.00 
inches rain for week. Field crops helped by rain. 
Soybeans still being planted. Some blowing corn 
by high winds weekend. Moisture adequate to sur- 
plus all areas. Pasture prospects improved. Some 
flooding south. Most livestock good. Heavy rains 
all citrus areas. No damaging winds from Agnes. 
East coast groves excessive moisture. Harvest 
oranges remains active. Watermelons and corn good 
supply. Fair supply celery and eggplant available. 
Green pepper expected to decline sharply. Other 
crops seasonal supply. Volume all crops likely to 
be lowered this week due rains. 


GEORGIA: Little or no rain until late Sunday when 
rains from Hurricane Agnes moved into extremely 
dry south Georgia. Rains had spread northward to 
the Athens-Atlanta area by early Monday and were 
expected to cover State during the day. Most of 
State had become very dry with parts of south re- 
ceiving less than 2.00 inches of rain since 

April 1. Temperatures continued seasonally mild 
most of week with highs in 80's and 90's and lows 
mostly in 60's. Averages ranged from near normal 
in west to 5° below normal southeast. Soil mois- 
ture short to mostly very short entire State, ex- 
cept few counties north. Cotton condition mostly 
fair to good. Extensive insecticide applications. 
Tobacco fair to good; harvest continuing; irriga- 
tion underway. Wheat and oats 80% harvested. 
Peaches 12% harvested, tobacco 10%. Peanuts mostly 
good, active leaf spot control, applying land- 
plaster. Corn mostly fair, needing rain badly. 
Soybeans 80% planted, sorghum 70%. Pastures mostly 
fair to good, cattle good. Melon movement con- 
tinued, dry weather affecting size. Squash, 


tomatoes, cucumbers in volume. 
HAWAII: Showers light and mainly in mountain 
areas. With warm, dry weather, irrigation heavy 


where water available. No shortage reported so 
far. Harvesting sugarcane and pineapple active. 
Supplies papayas and watermelons heavy, bananas 
light. Vegetables adequate. Cattle and pastures 
fair to good condition. Some low-lying pastures 
showing effect dry weather--more rain needed. 


IDAHO: Temperatures averaged near normal. Highest 
temperatures at end of week. Local frost higher 


valleys midweek. Local moderate to heavy precipi- 
tation central and southwest. New Meadows and 
Parma, southwest, recorded more than 1.00 inch for 
largest totals. Elsewhere precipitation light to 
locally moderate. Fieldwork in full swing at 
weekend--wet soils limited activities early week. 
Sugar beet thinning nearing completion some areas. 
Cutting alfalfa hay active. Winter wheat made 
good progress in north around 10% headed; south 
about 40%. Ranges and dry land crops responding 
favorably to recent rains. 


Wet extreme north with precipitation 

to 6.00 inches locally in first 3 days. In south, 
rainfall more norma of 0.25 to 0.75 inch. Partly 
cloudy last half with minimum temperatures in 40's 
north, 50's south. Some 90's early in week. Corn 
average 30 inches high most advanced fields, 
average 20 inches across State. Soybean planting 
virtually complete. Some replanting reported. 
Wheat 90% turned yellow, 40% ripe, harvesting 
started south. Oats 75% headed, 35% filled, both 
same 1971. Alfalfa 75% lst crop cut. Red clover 
hay 60% cut. Soil moisture short 33%, adequate 
48%, surplus 19%. 


ILLINOIS: 


Heavy rains of up to 4.00 inches central 
and northwest, 1.00 to 2.00 inches northeast and 
southwest, less than 1.00 inch southeast. Sunny 
last half but humidity high and drying rates 
average. Temperatures from 45° to low 90's, near 
normal. Four days suitable for fieldwork. Frost- 
ing crops June 10-11 requiring some replanting. 
Topsoil and subsoil moisture mostly adequate to 
surplus, but some northernmost and southernmost 
counties deficient. Soybeans 90% planted, same 

as 1971. Soybeans 4 inches high, 3 average. 

Corn 10 inches high, 9 average, but 14 last year. 
Sorghum 85% planted and 4 inches tall. Wheat 

10% ripe, harvest starting in southwest, barley 
10% combined. Pastures fair to good. Alfalfa 
hay 70% cut first time, same as average. Clover 
hay 40% cut, 35% last year. 


INDIANA: 


IOWA: Week began hot and dry, turning seasonal 

to cool with frequent showers about 14th. Local 
flooding in few central and eastern counties. 
Growing crops in good to excellent condition. 

Major farm activities corn and soybean cultivating 
and haying with over 4 days suitable for fieldwork. 
Scattered reports crop damage due flooding, hail, 
cutworms, corn borers, and frost. Condition corn 
crop mostly good to excellent. Weed control in 
corn fields mostly good to fair. Over 90% soybeans 
emerged, condition mostly good. Weed control 
mostly good to fair. About 45% oats headed, 

behind last year's 65% for this date. Condition 
oats generally good to excellent. First cutting 
alfalfa hay 60% complete, clover hay little over 
30%. Condition hay crops and pastures mostly 

good to excellent. Topsoil moisture 71% adequate, 
26% surplus, and 3% short. Few reports short 
topsoil moisture northwestern counties. 


KANSAS: Very dry first 10 days of month. Sub- 
stantial moisture most areas after 10th with 
moderate to heavy rains most of State. Totals 
generally 0.50 to 2.00 inches. Very heavy precipi- 
tation parts east-central, northwest, and south- 
west. Oberlin in northwest had 3.70 inches and 
Shawnee in east-central had over 6.00 inches. 

Flash flooding occurred in vicinity of heavy rains. 
Weekly mean temperatures averaged near seasonal. 
Maxima in 80's and 90's most days with minima 
generally in ‘high 50's and 60's. Wheat harvest 
moved ahead southern Kansas. Combining nearly 
completed few southern border counties, but 
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spread to other areas slow because of rain. 

Wheat 7% harvested by June 17, compared 5% last 
year and 12% average. Locally heavy rains caused 
wheat lodging central, northern Kansas. Some 
streak mosaic and take all root rot reported. Row 
crop planting moved ahead. Sorghum 75% planted, 
75% last year and 74% average. Some replanting 
necessary due washing and green bug activity. 

Corn virtually all planted and growing well, but 
black cutworm damage reported. Soybean planting 
74% completed, 73% last year, and 77% average. 
Alfalfa lst cutting 96% completed, and 2d cutting 
10% harvested. Pasture and range feed supplying 
good grazing for livestock. Ponds filled by rains 
some areas. Livestock marketings slowed by wheat 
harvest activities. 


KENTUCKY: Continued dry weather in western 1/3, 
rainfall totals first 18 days of June less than 
0.30 inch at number of locations. During past 
week, rain most days 1 or more locations in State, 
0.05 inch to about 1.75 inches. Temperatures 
averaged near seasonable western half and about 

2° to 4° below normal eastern half. Mild to cool 
early in week, warm and humid midweek, becoming 
somewhat cooler, then warmer. Five days favor- 
able fieldwork. Topsoil moisture extremely short 
many west and west-central areas. Statewide soil 
moisture 41% short, 55% adequate, 4% surplus. 

Corn height average 15 inches, some fields waist 
high. About 1/2 corn "laid by". Soybeans 80% 
planted, 75% last year and 1970. Dry topsoil 
serious problem with some areas having insuf- 
ficient moisture to germinate late-planted soy- 
beans. Tobacco setting nearly completed, burley 
starting out well important Bluegrass areas with 
little resetting necessary. Cutworms, flea 
beetles, and other insects troublesome. Barley 
2/3 harvested, 1/2 year ago. Wheat 10% harvested. 
Pastures continue good, however, decline condition 
noted western Kentucky and general rains would be 
beneficial. 


LOUISIANA: Scattered showers most numerous at 
midweek. Weekly rainfall totals generally less 
than 1.00 inch in coastal area, from 0.50 to 
locally more than 3.00 inches remainder of State. 
Greatest l-day amount, 2.90 inches at Tallulah 
measured Friday morning. Weekly temperature aver- 
ages near and slightly below normal. Maximums in 
upper 80's to low 90's and minimums in upper 60's 
to mid-70's daily. Extremes: 95° at Baton Rouge 
Sunday and 65° at Winnfield last Monday. Culti- 
vation and weed control active until midweek when 
showers halted fieldwork. Rainfall was generally 
beneficial, but some need more moisture. Soil 
moisture now adequate to finish planting soybeans; 
about 15% acreage remains to be planted or re- 
planted. Sweetpotato transplanting virtually 
completed. Cotton growing rapidly since rains. 
Some stands ragged. Rice and sugarcane stands 
and growth excellent. Recent rains very bene- 
ficial to corn. Most acreage tasseling and silk- 
ing. Harvest wheat and oats completed. Pasture 
feed supply still below average, but improving. 
Livestock good condition. 


MARYLAND AND DELAWARE: 
near normal. Extremes 80's, 60's. This weekend 
cloudy humid with frequent thundershowers. Rain- 
fall 0.75 inch to 1.50 inches in west. Elsewhere 
quite variable ranging mostly between 0.50 inch 
and 2.00 inches. Scattered totals in south and 
central Eastern Shore very heavy. Snow Hill 
reported 6.32 inches for week. An unofficial 

total of 8.00 inches in 6 hours at nearby Newark, 
Maryland, on 17th. Fieldwork made good progress. 
Practically all corn planted. Soybeans 60% seeded, 


Temperatures averaged 


usual 80%. Tobacco 62% set, average 76%. Hay 
harvest active, but slowed by showers. Barley 
harvest 20% done. Asparagus cutting nearly over, 
green peas 1/2 harvested Southern Shore. Sweet 
potatoes 75% planted. 


MICHIGAN: Two and 3-inch rains fell during mid- 
week in a band extending from southwest and west- 
central Michigan eastward into the Saginaw Valley, 
Thumb areas of the State. Heaviest amounts 
occurred in Ottawa, Allegan, Kent, Van Buren 
Counties where amounts of 3.00 to 4.00 inches 
were reported. Extreme northern Lower Michigan 
received about 1.00 inch. Elsewhere amounts 
generally around 0.50 inch or less. Tempera- 
tures averaged 2° to 6° below normal in Lower 
Michigan and from 4° to 8° below normal Upper 
Peninsula. It was cold early week, warming 
briefly by midweek followed by another coid spell 
at week's end. Several stations reported tempera- 
tures in the 30's morning of 17th. New record 
lows at Lansing and Pellston. Frost, morning of 
June 11, caused extensive damage to fruit, corn, 
dry beans, potatoes and gardens much of State. 
Heavy rains restored some moisture to adequate 
levels. Crop development slowed by cool weather. 
State averaged 4.5 days fieldwork. Considerable 
acreage corn and dry beans being replanted due 
severe frost damage. Soybeans over 90%, dry 
beans 55% planted. Potato planting about finished. 
About 90% wheat, over 10% oats headed. Average 
height corn 8 inches. Pasture feed supplics 
below average, recent rains stimulated growth. 
Extensive frost damage to all tree fruits and 
blueberries in central, west, and southwest. 

Some orchards, poor locations completely frozen 
out. Most of blueberry crop lost. Some sweet 
corn and other tender vegetables damaged ty frost. 
Strawberry harvest in volume. 


MINNESOTA: Temperatures averaged about 2° below 
normal across State. Extremes 95°, 32°. Precipi- 
tation was very spotty across State during week. 
The north-central, east-central, and northeast 
districts averaged from 0.75 to 1.50 inches. The 
southern part of central and all of southeast 
district, except the southwest 1/4 averaged more 
than 1.00 inch. Rest of State received little to 
no precipitation except on 18th when a 50-mile- 
wide line from Watertown, S. Dak.-Alexandria- 
Hibbing received 1.00 to 3.00 inches. More than 
3.00 inches Stevens and Big Stone Counties. 
Precipitation this spring is very variable with 
areas having 1/2 normal with other areas averaging 
2 to 3 times normal precipitation. Corn, soybeans, 
and small grains made good progress most areas. 
Frost June 10 damaged some crops in eastern areas. 
Topsoil moisture short to adequate northwest 
district, mostly adequate elsewhere. In west- 
central district some areas still too wet while 
some other areas with lighter soils becoming dry 
before weekend rains. Most corn planted, average 
height 13 inches, normal 8. Soybeans planted 93%, 
normal 98%. Alfalfa cut 63%, normal 35%. Flax 
planted 93%, normal 97%. Winter wheat headed 80%, 
normal 53%. 


Thunderstorms scattered across State 
on several days. Greatest 1-day amount of 2.00 
inches measured at Booneville on 10th. Weekly 
temperatures averaged mostly 1° to 2° either side 
of normal. Extremes: 94° at several locations; 
59° at Booneville. Over weekend: Some rain and 
warmer. Soil moisture mostly short northeast and 
southwest, other areas short to adequate. State- 
wide 40% reports indicated adequate moisture. 


(Continued on page 10) 
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SPRING WEATHER (March - May 1972) 


TEMPERATURE: Most of the Nation west of a line PRECIPITATION: The Southwest has been very dry 
from Roseau, Minn., to Savannah, Ga., averaged since late December 1971. Many localities in the 
warmer than normal in the spring months, March to Southwest have received no rain; others have 
May. Parts of the Great Basin, the central Rocky received only light sprinkles. Totals in the 
Mountains, central Oklahoma, and central and Far Northwest ranged from 4.00 to 16.00 inches 
southern Texas averaged 2° to 4° warmer than nor- most of which fell in March and April. Elsewhere 
mal. The Great Lakes Region, the Ohio River Valley, west of the Rocky Mountains, totals were generally 
the Northeast, and the middle Atlantic States were light; only a few localities received more than 
slightly cooler than normal. 4.00 inches of rain in the 3-month period. From 
Most of the Nation averaged warmer than nor- the Great Plains to the Atlantic Ocean, the 3-month |, 
mal in March. The main exceptions were a large totals ranged generally from 4.00 inches to 12.00 
area from Wisconsin to New England and a smaller inches or more with the 4.00- to 8.00-inch totals \ 
area from Ohio to Alabama. Temperatures in April common over most of the Great Plains and more 
averaged near or above normal over the western than 8.00 inches from the eastern edge of the 
edge of the Great Plains from Montana to Texas, central Great Plains eastward and southeastward to 
over the central and southern Rocky Mountains, and the Atlantic Ocean and the Gulf of Mexico. Where 
across the South from central and southern the rains occurred, they were fairly well distrib- 
California to Florida. The Pacific Northwest was uted through the 3-month period. Spring thunder- 
cooler than normal. It was also cooler than nor- storms produced local flooding in some localities. 
mal in the Great Lakes Region and along the One of the worst floods drowned more than a 
Atlantic coast from New England to Georgia. The dozen persons and caused $20 million property 
West, North-Central, and Northeast averaged warmer damage in Texas in May. 


than normal in May. The Rocky F »untains and South 
were slightly cooler than normal. L. W. Dye 
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TOTAL PRECIPITATION, INCHES 
Spring (March — May 1972) 


\2 


SCALE OF SHADES 
0.1 Inch 
1.2 inches 
2 . 4 inches 


4.8 inches 


EEEEEH] Over 8 inches 


HAWaAl Environmental Dota Service, NOAA Based on preliminary telegraphic reports 


PERCENTAGE OF NORMAL PRECIPITATION 
Spring (March — May 1972) 

















' 
‘ 


Feirbonks 
om 


200 
Over 150 





Environmental Dato Service, NOAA Based on preliminary telegraphic reports 








10 


Weekly Weather and Crop Bulletin 





JUNE 19, 1972 





(MISSISSIPPI continued from page 7) 
Average 4.8 days suitable fieldwork. Soybeans 82%, 
corn 96%, sorghum 88% and sweetpotatoes 79% planted. 
Wheat 85%, oats 81%, hay 36%, potatoes 54% and 
peaches 18% harvested. About 30% cotton acreage 
squaring. 


MISSOURI: Temperatures averaged near normal. 

Warm at beginning and end of week, cool at midweek. 
Showers midweek helped alleviate stress in northern 
half of State. Still very dry southern half. 
Rainfall amounts ranged from over 2.00 inches north 
to less than 0.25 inch southwest. Days suitable 
for fieldwork, 4.5. Corn condition mostly good. 
Soybeans 89% planted. Wheat 56% ripe, 23% har- 
vested. Oats mostly good, and 32% turning color. 
Cotton fair to good condition, lst cutting alfalfa 
93% harvested, 2d crop 8% cut. Clover-timothy hay 
46% cut. Soil moisture adequate north, mostly 
short south. 


MONTANA: Mild as temperatures varied from seasonal 
normals to 5° above normal. Scattered light 
Showers second half of week with a few heavy 
Showers southern mountains. Rains helped scattered 
areas, but crops north-central and central show 
effects dry soil. Topsoil moisture short to ade- 
quate western 1/3, mostly short central; adequate 
east. Potato planting virtually complete. Spring 
and winter wheat growth and condition fair to good, 
Sugar beets mostly good. Winter wheat 45% in 

boot, 30% headed. Light to moderate alfalfa 

weevil damage. Range feed supply short southwest, 
short to adequate north-central, mostly adequate 
elsewhere. First cutting alfalfa 5% complete. 


NEBRASKA: Seasonal temperatures with well- 
distributed showers and thunderstorms. Farmers 
made good progress in fieldwork, but locally 
heavy showers caused some delay. Cultivating row 
crops and side dressing fertilizer was major 
activity. Most corn rated good to excellent. 
Sorghums making good development, but green bug 
problems some southern areas. Soybeans making 
good growth. Wheat maturity advancing rapidly, 
45% acreage turning color. Some crop damage 
noted local areas from widely scattered hail. 
Sugar beet, potatoes, and dry beans making good 


growth. About 85% to 90% list crop alfalfa har- 
vested. ; 
NEVADA: Dry warm week. All divisions reporting 


above-normal temperatures; from 5° above normal 
at Las Vegas to 7° above normal at Winnemucca. 
Trace to 0.09 inch precipitation in northeast. 
None elsewhere. First cutting alfalfa hay under- 
way northwest and should be starting soon other 
northern areas. Alfalfa 2d hay and small grain 
harvest nearing completion southern valleys. 

Hay fair to good. Livestock generally good con- 
dition, 


NEW ENGLAND: Warm nights and cool days except 
briefly hot at midweek. Means mostly 1° to 4° 
above normal except a few slightly below normal 
extrese south. Rain totals extremely variable 
but mostly 0.10 to 1.00 inch. Little or none in 
coastal Maine. Local totals to nearly 3.00 inches 
in Vermont from heavy thunderstorms night 

of 15th and up to nearly 9.00 inches extreme 
south. Washing and flooding rains from coastal 
Connecticut to Cape Cod on the 18th to 19th. 
Some haying started, but sun needed for curing. 
About 85% corn for silage planted. Potatoes 
Aroostook County, Maine emerging and looking 
good. Planting about over. Weeds becoming pro- 
blem as equipment unable to enter fields. Apple 


set heavy. Strawberry picking started and should 
become heavy by weekend. 


NEW JERSEY: Very wet with rain averaging 3.10 
inches northern counties, 1.90 inches central and 
southern interior, and 2.70 inches coastal divi- 
Sion. Heavy thunderstorms Friday and Sunday 
produced amounts as high as 3.40 inches in 24 
hours. Temperatures ranged from upper 30's to 
90° mark and averaged about normal. Rain benefi- 
cial south and central, but soil moisture exces- 
sive north, Asparagus harvest about finished. 
Lettuce and escarole movement heavy. Cabbage 
harvest increasing. Beets, cauliflower, peas, 
spinach available limited supply. Strawberry 
harvest beginning to decline. Blueberry harvest 

should begin 7 to 10 days. Wheat coloring. 

Some barley fields ripe, combining will begin * 
when weather conditions permit. Some corn remains 

to be planted. Recent rain good for germination 

and growth corn and soybeans. 


and ° 


NEW MEXICO: Showers and thundershowers wide- 
spread throughout week. Greatest totals generally 
in east plains and mountains in south-central 
highlands, Heaviest rainfall at Ruidoso on Fri- 
day and Saturday with more than 4.00 inches. 
Temperatures averaged 3° to 5° below normal state- 
wide except near normal extreme northwest. Mois- 
ture topsoil short to adequate, subsoil very 

short to short. Rain most areas. Wheat harvest 
active. Dryland poor, irrigated fair to good. 
Barley fair to good. Dryland sorghum poor, 
irrigated fair to good. Cotton mostly good, cool 
nights hampering growth. Onion harvest Mesilla 
Valley active. Lettuce harvest, Velencia County, 
continues. Ranges improving, mostly fair to 

good. Livestock remain fair to good, supplemen- 
tal feeding continuing. 


NEW YORK: Very warm midweek otherwise tempera- 

tures near to below normal. Maximums in 60's on 

12th warming to low 90's Upstate by 15th. Unsea- 
sonable cold previous weekend continued on 12th 

as minimums 35° to 40° south-central and east- 

central. Widespread thunderstorms on 15th to 16th. 
Heaviest totals 1.50 to 2.50 inches in belt from 

Lake Erie northeast to upper Champlain Valley 

but only 0.40 inch or less in St. Lawrence Valley 

and southeast quarter. Precipitation heavy 

coastal section on 18th with 1.90 inches New > 
York City area. Frost June 11 southern part 

State caused only minor damage field crops. Dry 
bean planting about 75%-80% completed. Haying 
progressing slowly as weather conditions prevent 
good drying. First cutting alfalfa 15% to 20% 
along. Grass silage being made. Oats making 

good growth. Most wheat headed and growing well. 
Rains aided growth Long Island potatoes. Scattered 
frost June 11 affected some potatoes, damage 

light to moderate. Planting snap beans, sweet 
corn, lettuce and tomatoes continues. Strawberry 
production reduced substantially by frost Chautau- 
qua county. Strawberry harvest increasing Long 
Island and other Upstate areas. Hudson Valley 
fruit sizing adequately. Some harvest early 
variety sweet cherries. Western New York fruit 
mostly good condition. Early grape varieties 
blooming. Concord bloom being delayed by cool, 
wet weather. 


NORTH CAROLINA: Scattered frost and freezing 
temperatures northern mountains morning of llth. 
Elsewhere in low 40's warming to highs upper 80's 
and low 90's and low near 60° after 14th. Soil 
mojsture decreased, mostly short. Farm activities 
planting soybeans and sorghum cultivating tobacco 
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and corn. Harvesting hay, blueberries, peaches, 
potatoes, and small grains. Average 4.9 days 
fieldwork. Flue-cured tobacco fair to good, 


needs rain. Harvest started border-belt. Corn, 
hay, Irish and sweetpotatoes, apples, and pastures 
mostly good. Cotton poor to fair. Peanuts fair 
to good. Soybeans fair to mostly good. Peaches 
mostly fair. Small grain harvest underway south 
and east. 


NORTH DAKOTA: Cool except warm beginning and 

end of week. Minimum temperatures in thirties 

one or more nights in most east and central 

areas. Average temperatures near normal. Some 
locally severe thunderstorms with hail and strong 
winds. Several cabins and trailers destroyed by 
storm Monday night. Precipitation totals light 

to over 3.00 inches, heaviest in north-central 
area and in Mercer County, and lowest in Southeast. 
Small grains, row crops, hays, and pastures making 
good growth. Over 3/4 corn, sunflowers and flax- 
seed planted. Topsoil moisture short some areas. 
Cattle good condition. Branding young stock 
underway. 


OHIO: Temperatures more seasonable than preceding 
week. The low temperatures on 12th, 16th to 18th 
ranged from the mid-40's to upper 50's. On 13th 
to 15th, they ranged from low 60's to mid-70's. 
High temperatures climbed into 80's except on the 
16th and 17th when only to upper 70's. There 

was no rainfall on 16th to 18th while on 12th 

and 14th amounts were generally light. On 13th 
several locations Mansfield area had nearly 

3.25 inches. Much needed rain slowed farm activi- 
ties. Cultivating row crops,application fertili- 
zer and chemicals and haymaking were general as 
weather permitted. Soil moisture supplies; 

2% short, 58% adequate, 40% surplus. Planting 
soybeans 95% complete, last year virtually all 
planted. Transplanting tobacco now 85% done, 60% 
last year, average 75%. Wheat crop 30% turning. 
Oats much behind last year, only 35% headed, 
against 70% 1971. First cutting alfalfa 75% 
done. Damage from June 11 frost light to heavy 
on 10% States corn acreage. However, most cases 
only top growth was affected, thus delaying 
maturity. Soybean damage minimal. 


OKLAHOMA: Rainfall varied from 0.40 inch north- 
east to 1.70 inches west-central and 1.60 south- 
west. Temperatures averaged 1° to 3° below normal 
except 1° above normal northeast. Wheat harvest 
nearly 3/4 completed when delayed by rain, com- 
pared 7/10 year earlier. Combining just getting 
good start weekend Panhandle. Farmers plowing 
green stubble several areas. Oats and barley har- 
vest nearly 9/10 completed. Row crops need 
additional moisture most areas. Last week's rain 
will provide some help. Row crops rated fair to 
good. Cotton and peanut planting nearing com- 
pletion. Nearly 9/10 sorghum grain and soybean 
acreage planted. Some late-planted acreage 
summer row crops germinating unevenly due dry 
surface soils. Second cutting alfalfa over 40% 
completed. Growth slow many areas due lack 
moisture. Supply surface moisture improved 
somewhat, now rated 2/5 adequate, only 1/5 ade- 
quate week earlier. Subsoil moisture 2/5 ade- 
quate. Native grasses making slow growth, 

some burning. Grasshopper population increasing 
several areas. Control measures very active 
south central Oklahoma. Livestock still mostly 
fair to good condition. 


OREGON: Statewide cooling from 2 to 6 days of 
rain and thundershowers except warmer along coast. 
Temperatures averaged near normal to 4° below 


normal. Minima 31° to 50°; maxima 64° to 73° 
coast; 76° to 91° elsewhere. Precipitation 
totaled 0.10 to 0.30 inch north-central and 
southcentral, 0.50 to 1.30 inches elsewhere. 
Harvest strawberries and green peas continues. 
Cherry harvest underway at The Dalles and Milton- 
Freewater. Asparagus harvest nearing completion. 
Haying disrupted by rain, especially west of 
Cascades. Barley turning color and wheat heads 
starting to fill. Soil moisture generally ade- 
quate with shortages along Columbia Basin and 
southern border. Contracting yearlings and 
calves fairly active. 


PENNSYLVANIA: Cloudy wet week. Measurable rain- 
fall somewhere in State every day. Heaviest mostly 
Thursday and Sunday. Some tnunderstorms, locally 
severe Thursday. Clouds reported daytime tempera- 
tures mostly below normal while nights were 

mild. Total rainfall 2.00 to 3.00 inches east- 
central and west-central, 1.00 to 2.00 inches 
elsewhere. Temperatures mostly 2° to 4° below 
normal except near normal western border and east- 
central. Rainy weather hampered fieldwork. Some 
frost damaged northern counties--tomatoes, vege- 
tables, potatoes, and corn, Most crops only stunted, 
limited replanting. Corn planting final stages; 
soybeans over 1/2 planted, barley 3/4 yellow, 
wheat over 1/4. Average corn height 1 to 2 inches 
behind last year. Strawberry harvest continues. 
Sweet cherries expected to begin this week, wet 
weather causing rot. Tomatoes over 1/2 trans- 
planted, good growth. 


PUERTO RICO: Rainfall averaged 1.52 inches or 
0.09 inch above normal. Significant heavy showers 
occurred northwest portion with totals up to 8.00 
inches. Other areas of heavy rains were East 
Coast and Rio Piedras-Catano sections averaging 
close to 4.00 inches. South Coast received about 
normal rainfall keeping agricultural drought from 
intensifying. Temperatures averaged 80° coastal 
divisions and 75° interior with mean departure 

of 1.7° below normal. Extremes 94° and 59°. 

Rains north coast favored development sugar cane 
ratoons and new plantings, but hindered harvest- 
ing activities. Harvest ending southwest where 
yellow aphid disappearing. Good weather coffee 
zones favored general cultivation activities. Most 
areas, but lack rain affected adversely normal 
development coffee beans. Tobacco farmers reported 
2d planting delayed due dry weather. Pastures 
north coast good condition, but central zones too 
dry for development and some cattlemen selling 
their stock for lack of pastures. Farmers waiting 
for more rains before planting new minor crops as 
floor conditions too dry for most field activities. 


SOUTH CAROLINA: Cold front passed as period 
began bringing minimum temperatures in the 40's 
on llth and 12th. Rapid warming resulted in 
highs in 80's and lows in 60's as week ended. 
Temperatures averaged 5° below normal. Rainfall 
was spotty with a few isolated localities having 
1.00 inch or more. Most of State less than 

0.50 inch. Good week for field activities. 
Crops inproving but need rain. Wheat, insects 
stillproblem. Tobacco crop fair to good condi- 
tion, Barley 65% harvested. Grain hay 92% 
harvested. Soybean planting 74% complete. 
Peaches fair to good condition, 5% harvested. 
Grapes good. Harvesting cucumbers, tomatoes, 
snapbeans. Peanut planting 95% complete compared 
with 99% last year. Sweet potato planting 82% 
in. Watermelons fair to good condition. 
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SUUTH DAKOTA: Temperatures averaged from 2° 

below normal in northwest to 3° above normal in 
southeast. Extremes ranged from 39° at Summit 

on 14th to 95° at Mitchell on 12th. Precipitation 
fell as showers and thundershowers scattered 
through week with totals ranging from about 0.25 
inch to 2.50 inches or more. The greatest amounts 
fell in southeast and northern Black Hills end 

of week. Scattered hail. Fieldwork made very 
good progress most areas. Progress some locali- 
ties slowed by previous rains and water filled 

low spots. However recent winds promoted dry- 
ing. Small grain seeding not compjeted north- 
east. Row crops and flaxseed planting nearing 
completion on accessible land. However this is 
considerably behind normal. All crops making 

very rapid growth. Alfalfa hay prospects excel- 
lent. However, alfalfa damage many western areas. 
Early planted corn 12 inches high some southeastern 
areas. However some acreage remains unplanted. 
Soybeans and sorghum planting making good pro- 
gress as fieldwork proceeds once again. Maturity 
winter wheat and rye near normal, with almost all 
crops heading. Considerable lodging occurred 
winter wheat fields main winter wheat growing 
areas. Winter wheat started to turn color some 
south-central counties. Pastures providing ample 


grazing. 


TENNESSEE: Temperatures average from near nor- 
mal most of State to 5° below normal points of 
southeast. Scattered showers and thundershowers 
last half of week with a wide range in amounts. 
Totals ranged from none parts of west to about 
1.00 inch points of Cumberland Plateau and 
eastern mountains. For 2d consecutive week, 
farmers could work over 5 days in the fields. 
Farm activities, cultivating corn and cotton 

and harvesting hay and small grains. Harvesting 
underway most areas. Corn good condition. 

Cotton improving but still poor to fair. Hay 
crops, pastures good condition. Wheat, oats 
fair to good. Low yields. All grains turned 
color. Wheat 93%, oats 96%, rye 92% ripe. Wheat 
harvest 46% complete, oats 64% compared with 27%, 
71% respectively, last year. Planting and 
transplanting of all crops except soybeans vir- 
tually complete. Soybean planting 90% complete. 


TEXAS: Generous rains, mostly as showers and 
thunderstorms, nearly all of State first 5 days 

of week. Two of the largest amounts in localities 
south-central Texas. Florence had 5.45 inches 

and Hutto 5.38 inches, both of which occurred 

on afternoon and evening of 15th. Temperature 
averages mostly near normal. Screwworm cases 
causing concern among livestock owners as confirmed 
cases move northward. Cases now confirmed northern 
High Plains. Planting cotton, sorghum nearing 
completion High Plains. Recent rains, hail damage 
result replanting to soybeans. Harvest wheat good 
progress early week, but stopped by rain toward 
weekend. Harvest dryland wheat near completion 
High Plains, harvest of irrigated crop well along. 
Percent planted major crops; cotton 97, 94 last 
year; sorghum 94, 93 last year; soybeans 87, 84 
last year; peanuts 58, 72 last year, percent har- 
vested wheat 46, 49 last year; oats 95, 89 last 
year. Lower Rio Grande Valley rains hampered 
harvest cantaloupes, honeydew melons, and green 
peppers. Land preparation curtailed by wet fields. 
Laredo cantaloupe and melon harvest delayed due 
wet fields. Coastal Bend watermelon harvest 
declining. Winter Garden onions still available 
light supplies. Cantaloupe harvest continues. 
Cucumber, sweet corn being picked. Central and 
East Texas, tomato harvest underway. Trans-Pecos 
onion harvest slowed due wet fields. Onions, 


carrots, potatoes making good growth High Plains. 
Potato digging active Knox-Haskell area. Peach 
harvest underway with better yields than earlier 
expected. Citrus crop in good condition after 
recent rain. 


UTAH: Few widely scattered afternoon and evening 
showers and thunderstorms latter part of period. 
Accumulated amounts of moisture, generally, very 
small, but few heavier thundershowers over and 
near mountains south portion. Thunderstorm acti- 
vity did little to relieve severe drought condi- 
tions, except some improvement at higher elevations 
south-central portion. Heavy storms produced 
local flash flooding, but little infiltration. 
Temperatures ranged from near normal to 5° above 
normal. Soil temperatures, at 4-inch depth, 
ranged from upper 60's Cache Valley and Richfield, 
mid-70's Salt Lake City, and mid-80's St. George. 
Soil moisture continues very short. Non-irrigated 
crop and range lands, and feed on ranges now in 
use poor to fair. Sugar beet acreage virtually 
all thinned except Cache County. First cutting 
alfalfa hay 50% completed. Both tonnage and 
quality lst crop alfalfa very poor. Because of 
heavy freeze damage, no sweet cherries and only 
light crop tart cherries will be harvested. 
Picking tart cherries will start about July 1 
Weber County and July 17 Utah County. 


VIRGINIA: Temperatures normal to above normal 
after cool beginning. Precipitation generally 
heavy and showers and thundershowers. Second 
consecutive good week for fieldwork. Haying 
full swing. Crop cultivation and planting active. 
Combining small grains began. Soils becoming 
dry, but helped by weekend rains. Corn planting 
finally in windup. Soybean planting 2/3 finished. 
Barley harvest 15% complete, oats 10%, wheat 
beginning. Late-planted peanuts sprayed with 
herbicides. Cultivating and applying land plaster 
to early plantings. Pastures still good but 
some reduced by dry weather. Eastern Shore cab- 
bage harvest continues, snap bean harvest begin- 
ning. Digging Irish potatoes starting North 
Hampton County, but movement light. Tomatoes and 
cucumbers late. 

Cool, cloudy, 


WASHINGTON: Western Washington: 

showery periods typical of Sone. Growing condi- 
tions generally good with strawberries and rasp- 
berries coming along well. Lettvtce and radish 
harvest continuing and peas blooming northern 
counties, Corn growth slowed by cloudy weather-- 
although conditions good for range and pasture 
feed. Many orchardists concerned with lack of 
good fruit pollination due cold spring. Eastern 
Washington: Cool cloudy showery weather brought 
mixed reactions. Field crop growth slowed, hay 
cutting delayed, and fruit damaged from hail and 
heavy rains. On the plus side, small grains look- 
ing good while pasture and grazing lands doing 
well. Hand apple and pear thinning underway and 
cherry harvest beginning Yakima and Benton Counties. 
Asparagus harvest continues while green pea har- 
vest just beginning. 





WEST VIRGINIA: Many stations had record low tem- 
peratures for June on June :1l, with light freeze 
northern half of State. Rapid warmup occurred 
as humid tropical air moved over State at mid- 
week. Thunderstorms frequent throughout week 
mostly on June 13, 14, and 16, and gave about 
1.00 inch weekly totals. Cool weather early 
week slowed most farm activities. Frost June 11 
damaged some crops, fruits, and vegetables. Warm- 
er temperature needed to promote growth crops. 
About 3.5 days suitable for fieldwork. Major 
(Continued on back page) 
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The above prognostic charts show the expected categories of average 
temperature and total precipitation for the period indicated. They 
were extracted from the Extended Forecast Division's publication 
"Average Monthly Weather Outlook" which contains additional informa- 
tion necessary for complete interpretation. 
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CROP MOISTURE INDEX 
(DERIVED FROM PALMER DROUGHT INDEX ANALYSIS) 
JUNE 17, 1972 
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INDEX DECREASED DURING WEEK 
(Unshaded Areas) 





INDEX 

ABO VE 3.0 SOME DRYING, BUT STILL EXCESSIVELY WET, 

2.0 to 3,0 MORE DRY WEATHER NEEDED, WORK DELAYED, 

1.0 to 2.0 FAVORABLE, EXCEPT STILL "700 WET IN SPOTS. 
0 to 1.0 FAVORABLE "FOR NORMAL GROWTH AND FIELDWORK, 
0 to -1.0 TOPSOIL MOISTURE SHORT, GERMINATION SLOW, 

-1.0 to -2,0 ABNORMALLY DRY, PROSPECTS DETE RIORATING. 

-2.0 to -3.0 TOO DRY, YIELD ’ PROSPECTS REDUCED. 

-3.0 to -4,0 POTENTIAL YIELDS SEVERELY CUT BY DROUGHT. 

BELOW 4,0 EXCEPTIONALLY DRY, MOST CROPS ABOUT RUINED 


The map above is based on weekly areal mean 
values of temperature and precipitation for 350 
climatological divisions. Weather during previous 
weeks has been taken into account through succes- 
Sive weekly computations of both topsoil and sub- 
soil moisture. The map shows recent crop moisture 
conditions; i.e., areas in which crops have been 
hindered by abnormal dryness or wetness, and areas 
where moisture conditions have been favorable. 

This is a generalized picture; local varia- 
tions caused by the occurrence or absence of 
heavy rain or by soil differences are not shown. 
Shallow rooted crops and crops in areas with poor 
soils are likely, on occasion, to suffer more than 
indicated. Conditions may be better than shown 
in areas having exceptionally good soils. 

The legend applies primarily to growing rather 
than matured vegetation. Interpretation of the 


INDEX INCREASED OR DID NOT CHANGE DURING WEEK 
(Shaded areas) 


INDEX 
ABOVE 3.0 EXCESSIVELY WET, SOME FIELDS FLOODED, 
2.0 to 3.0 TOO WET, SOME STANDING WATER, 
1.0 to 2.0 PROSPECTS ABOVE NORMAL, SOME FIELDS TOO WET. 
0 to 1.0 MOISTURE ADEQUATE FOR PRESENT NORMAL NEEDS, 
0 to -1,0 PROSPECTS IMPROVED, BUT RAIN STILL NEEDED, 
-1.0 to -2,0 SOME IMPROVEMENT, BUT STILL TOO DRY, 
-2.0 to -3.0 DROUGHT EASED, BUT STILL SERIOUS, 
-3,0 to -4,0 DROUGHT CONTINUES, RAIN URGENTLY NEEDED, 
BELOW 4,0 NOT ENOUGH RAIN, STILL EXCEPTIONALLY DRY, 
effects on crops and native vegetation must, 


therefore, take account of the stage of growth as 
well as the status and trend of moisture conditions. 
The trend is indicated by the shading which denotes 
areas where the index did not decrease below its 
value of a week previous; I.é., conditions did not 
become noticeably drier during the week. A trend 
toward drier occurred in the unshaded regions. 

The lines show the crop moisture situation accord- 
ing to the computed index values which may be 
interpreted using the legends above. One legend 
applies to the unshaded areas, the other to the 
shaded. Centers of relative maximum and minimum 
index values are marked for easier recognition - 

W for wet and D for dry. In irrigated regions the 
index values merely reflect departures from 
ordinary irrigation requirements. 
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(WEST VIRGINIA continued from page 12) 
farm activities harvesting hay and gardening. 
Strawberry harvest active some areas. Livestock 
in good condition. Early lambs, moving to market. 


WISCONSIN: Warm and humid with showers and 
thunderstorms early part of week. Sunny, cool, 

and dry latter half of week. Seme 3.00- to 6.00- 
inch rainfall totals in southeast Monday through 
Wednesday. Haying in high gear.over weekend. 

More than 1/3 cutting harvested. Yields generally 
light, but quality very good. «Rains should help 
yields 2d cutting. Corn and other crops also 
benefited from rains. Averagesheight corn 7 inches. 
Early corn very good. Late-plagted often uneven 
due poor germination, Frost damage to corn last 
week mostly light though some fields lost. Oats 
.Lelds improving:after rains. ~Jobacco planting 
continues. Strawberries picked. Pea harvest 
getting underways Vegetable crops mostly good. 

Some scattered frost damage ergs beans and 
potatoes. Pastures mostly fair. oil moisture 

35% short, 60% 
Scattered: light showers west, light to 
Some showers heavy~with over l-inch 
Sundance reported 


quate, and 5%.-surplus. 


WYOMING: 
heavy east. 
hail and severe damage. 
most moisture with 2.04 inches, Temperatures 
averaged 1° to 6° above normal, Maxima mostly 

75° to low 80's west of Divide, 80's to low 90's 
east. Minima mostly 30's to low 40's west of 
Divide, 40's east. Temperature extremes 92° at 
Torrington and 27° at Bondurant. Movement cattle 
and sheep to summer pastures, irrigating, cultiva- 
ting row crops, harvesting alfalfa and thinning 
sugar beets major agricultural activities. Most 
winter wheat, 1/3 barley and small amount spring 
wheat acreages have headed. Sugar beets 2/3 
thinned. Pasture and livestock good condition. 
Soil moisture supply ranges from short to ade- 
quate. 


LATE FREEZE HITS MICHIGAN 


Norton Strommen, NOAA Climatologist for 
Michigan, reports that a late spring frost hit west 
central and southwestern Michigan on Sunday morn- 
ing, June llth, causing major damage to some crops 
in the area. Blueberries were hit extremely hard, 
with 80 to 90 per cent of the crop destroyed. 
Apple and cherry losses could be substantial. 
Dwarf and pruned fruit were particularly affected. 
The additional foliage on the unpruned trees 
offered some protection to the young fruit. Crops 
and fruit trees were damaged most severely in low- 
lying areas where air drainage was poor.,. 

A large High pressure system over the 
northern portion of the State brought cold air and 
light easterly winds to southern Michigan. The 
easterly winds, although light, prevented any 
moderation of temperature by Lake Michigan. With 
clear skies and light winds, ideal conditions for 
radiative frost developed and temperatures plunged. 
In colder areas, subfreezing temperatures endured 
for up to 7 hours. Cloud cover over the north- 
western portions of the Lower Peninsula protected 
crops to the north. 

The lowest temperature reported was 25° at 
Grand Junction. Low temperatures were also 
reported at Holland(27°), Grant(27°), Miers(29°), 
Lake City(28°), and numerous other locations. 
Muskegon reported 31°, which is the lowest 
temperature ever for the month of June, 
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